A transforming Kirsten ras oncogene in an oral squamous carcinoma.
This investigation has employed the NIH 3T3 cell transfection assay in an effort to detect transforming genes in DNA from squamous carcinomas of the head and neck. Of 11 tumor DNAs tested, 1 DNA sample from a gingival squamous carcinoma was able to produce primary and secondary transformants containing the human K-ras oncogene. This is the first report of an activated ras oncogene derived from a carcinoma of the head and neck. Head and neck cancers may possess activated ras oncogenes more often than is indicated by this study because of the relative inefficiency of transfection assays in detecting large transforming genes such as K-ras.